
 
 

 
Special Schools LGBT Inclusive RSE and Training  

Free Development Opportunity! 
 
Can your schools support and be involved in this innovative project to improve the 
delivery of Relationships and Sex Education to Special School pupils? 
 
Would you like to work in partnership with other Special School Colleagues, Stonewall 
(the national LGBT Charity), a specialist SEND Consultant and Oxfordshire’s Anti-
Bullying Co-ordinator?  
 
This partnership would lead to: 
 

• A scheme of work for delivery of LGBT inclusive RSE in Special Schools (for primary and 
secondary age pupils) 

• A bespoke training package on LGBT Inclusion for Special Schools staff 
 
This free training and development opportunity will allow us to consult and involve you in the 
development of a consistent Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) scheme of work that will 
enable you to meet statutory requirements for the delivery of Relationships Education to primary 
pupils and RSE to secondary pupils. Schools will begin teaching to the new requirements in 
September 2019 before it becomes a required subject in September 2020.The project may also 
lead to the development of national guidance and resources in partnership with Stonewall. 
 
What’s Involved?  
The project involves an initial training day on November 8th with 2 free spaces for each school 
and 3 follow up development days (December 6th; Feb 14th; March 14th) with 2 free spaces for 
each school to join a working party to develop the scheme of work and bespoke training 
package. All sessions take place on a Thursday and lunch and refreshments are provided. 
 
Initial Training Day – Thursday 8th November (9.30 – 4.30) 
Venue: Jury’s Inn, Wolvercote, Oxford 
Led by Joe Butler (SEND Consultant) & Sarah Rose (Senior Children and Young People’s 
Programme Manager, Stonewall) 
 
Aims of training: 

• Supporting LGBT pupils with SEND 

• Ensuring the curriculum teaches about LGBT awareness, and celebrates diversity 

• Teaching recognition of abuse and bullying in all its forms, including homophobic, 

biphobic and transphobic bullying 

• Supporting pupils with SEND through puberty and adolescence 

• Tackling inappropriate sexual behaviours, or appropriate behaviours at inappropriate 

times 

• Teaching of social rules e.g. personal space, appropriate touch, public and private 

 
Follow up Development Days – All Thursdays – led by Joe Butler  
The follow up days will involve the establishment of a working group to develop a bespoke 
programme of RSE for Special School Students (0-19) and a bespoke training package on 
LGBT Inclusion for Special Schools staff.    
 



Dates and Venue: 
Thursday December 6th (9.30 – 4.30) Unipart Conference Centre 
Thursday February 14th – as above 
Thursday March 14th – as above 
 
Aims: 

• Teaching an understanding of sex and the law, and rights and responsibilities around 

consent and safeguarding 

• Teaching an understanding of healthy relationships and safe sex 

• Support in the development and delivery of an inclusive RSE curriculum 

• Opportunities to support and share ideas and best practice with other school 

professionals 

To book a space please e-mail anti-bullying@oxfordshire.gov.uk with name of your school 

and names of staff attending and any dietary/access requirements. 

Joe Butler – SEND Consultant Biography 
Joe Butler has 20 years’ experience of teaching and leading in special schools, latterly as a 
Head Teacher. Joe is privileged to have spent all of this time working with children and young 
people with autism across the age range and spectrum, including extensive work with those with 
Pathological Demand Avoidance.  
 
Joe is committed to developing an increased understanding in all pupils relevant to their needs 
around celebrating diversity, and respecting the differences between themselves and other 
people and their families. She recognises this to be culture and ethos driven, and relies on 
every individual in a school community promoting the rights of all to feel included and safe. She 
has supported young people identifying as LGBT and their families, and her last school was one 
of the first special schools to become a Stonewall School Champion.  
 
Joe has spoken at national Stonewall ‘Education for All’ Conferences and has undertaken their 
‘Train the Trainer’ programme to share the importance of this work, and ensure that staff feel 
confident in tackling bullying in all its forms, and more specifically Homophobic, Biphobic and 
Transphobic bullying and derogatory language with pupils with SEND in both special and 
mainstream schools.  
 
Joe is currently providing consultancy, training and bespoke and person-centred advice and 
strategies to schools and young people through her company ‘SEND Support’, and as an 
Associate Advisor for Nottinghamshire County Council. Joe has worked with representatives 
from Local Authorities across the country to produce Trans Inclusion Toolkits, available to all 
schools, with the aim of offering support and guidance around gender diversity and to young 
people identifying as trans, and is responsible for ensuring that this is inclusive of the particular 
challenges faced by those with autism, special educational needs and disabilities.  
 
Joe is also working with NASS to ensure that all special schools can access support to develop 
their skills and confidence in this important area. Joe is currently working with Widgit and 
Stonewall to develop symbols, posters and resources for symbol users to better understand and 
express themselves in terms of gender and sexuality. Joe also supports schools in the 
development and delivery of an inclusive Relationship and Sex Education curriculum that is 
reflective of and responsive to individual needs.  
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